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In Memory of Tavis P Brunson

The Southern Fried Poetry community lost a very important member in the
early morning of December 27™, 2016.

For many poets, Tavis Brunson represented the spirit of Southern Fried as an
exceptional performer, writer, competitor and spoken word emissary.

While Tavis “Da Minista” Brunson was a former Southern Fried Poetry Slam
champion, his greatest legacy will be the friendships he fostered in his years
of service. He will be remembered as a kind and giving person who never
missed an opportunity to make people laugh, cry or just simply think.

Though this loss is devastating to those who knew him, Tavis’ ability to bring
groups of people together from all walks of life demonstrates that his lasting
contribution to our community will be the compassion and love we have
formed for one another.

Itis a tradition at Southern Fried to give foasts fo those who have
emboldened our lives with poetry and laughter, so we would like to end by
raising a glass to the Prince of Petty and Protector of Gotham. Tavis, we
cannot thank you enough for all you have given to us.

Rest Well Batman.
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“The 25th Annual Southern Fried
Poetry Slam is the biggest poetry
event to ever hit Louisville -
Welcomel!”

It is the nation’s premiere regional poetry slam
competition and it is in Louisville for the first fime since its inception. Organizer,
Lance G Newman, llis elated to make the historic downtown Louisville
waterfront district the festival's home from June 7-10, 2017.

Over 32 teams and 16 individuals (indies) make up over 175 poets from alll
over the nafion to baftle it out af the Kentucky Center for the Performing Arts
for over $5500 in cash prizes. Although competitions are a major part of this
five-day festival, poets will also be donating their fime and energy to
community service projects in the downtown area. In addition, there will be
plenty of side events including free workshops.

Louisville, Kentucky has been preparing for the Southern Fried Poetry Slam for
5 years. Tilling our audiences with weekly and monthly open mics and
showcases, such as “The Vibe" and “Soul Puff”. We've planted poetic seeds
with regular youth open mics, workshops, and poetry slams. We've built slam
traditions with annual events such as “LipStick Wars” and “The Winter
SoulSpit”. And we've watered our fields with consistency and dependability.

The season has come for us to expand our garden to give those that
consume this art a varied palate of styles, flavors, and nutritional expression.
When described this way, the name ‘Southern Fried Poefry Slam’ seems
oxymoronic, but this couldn’t be further from the truth.

Southern Fried Poetry Slam provides the nourishment and sustenance that is
needed to grow a city's poetry scene. | could not be happier. Welcome to
Louisville, pronounced (looh-a-vull). Maybe you forgot, but Kentucky is a
southern state and southern hospitality runs through our streets!

Please visit the website
www.southernfriedpoetryslam.com to get more
information about event scheduling, poets,
tickets, bout locations and volunteer
opportunities during the 25th Annual Southern
Fried Poetry Slam. Have a great time!
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FOETRY SLAT,
LOUISVILLE, KY
Much Love Y'all. JUNE 7-10

THE KENTUCKY CENTER + KMAC MUSEUM
Sincerely, MO KirsekveonTinons |
Lance G. Newman |l
Host City Director

www.southernfriedpoetryslam.com



http://www.southernfriedpoetryslam.com/
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What is Poetry Slam?

If you have never seen a poetry slam before, prepare to be amazed. Poetry
Slam is high energy, high intensity, relevant and virtuoso performances by
some of this nation’s greatest young talent and minds.

Poetry slam is more than an art form—it's an experience.

The Southern Fried Poetry Slam began in Asheville, North Carolina, in 1993, as
both an outgrowth of the evolving national poetry slam scene and as an
organic element of the southern oral culture and history.

Over the years, as more and more large-scale poetry slams have appeared
throughout the nation and beyond, Southern Fried has stood the test of fime,
acquiring a reputation as one of the most welcoming experiences for the
newbie, while remaining the largest adult regional poetry slkam in the nation.

The Annual Southern Fried Poetry Slam tournament is a four-day long festival,
comprising competition, workshops, side events and the camaraderie of
poets from all over the southeast and beyond.

Each poet will have three minutes to perform one poem of his or her own
construction. No props, costumes or musical accompaniment are allowed.
Each poem is scored by a panel of five judges who have been chosen
randomly from the audience. We drop the high and low scores. Each poet's
individual score is then added to the cumulative total for the team that poet
represents. Each year, over 200 poetry slammers compete for cash prizes and
a year's worth of bragging rights.

The poets who compete in Southern Fried Poetry Slam represent all races,
colors, creeds, gender identities and regions of the United States.

The entire festival takes place in a southeastern US city and will include, in
addition to the central competition, daily themed open mics, a poetry
picnic, community service, Sunday brunch, youth poetry slam and much
more.

What Slam Is Not...
Slam is not a serious academic critique on literary skill. It is a game, a show,
and a means for poets fo share their work with an engaged audience. Slam
is not an insult filled hip-hop battle. Slam is not rap although it is influenced by
a variety of music and oral traditions. Slam is a literary art form not music.
Slam is not poets making things up as they go along. Weeks, and sometimes
months, are spent writing, memorizing, and even choreographing a
performance. Slam is not a bunch of angry performers yelling about social
issues. Slam brings an incredible diverse array of demographics, voices, styles,
topics, and points of view.

"The points are not the point, the point is the poetry."
- Allan Wolf, founder of Southern Fried Poetry Slam



About Southern Fried Poetry, Inc.

Founded in 1993, Southern Fried Poetry is an annual performing arts festival
celebrating poetry, spoken word, and community outreach.

The name alone evokes a sense of family, home cooked meals and good ol’
Southern food, and Southern Fried Poetry shares the absolute best southern
offerings -- hospitality, comfort and tradition.

During the first week of June every year, a host city in the Southeastern region
of the United States is excited to host the regional competition which
showcases some of the world's most extraordinary performance poets whose
talents will be on display as they compete for cash and prizes.

Our mission is three-pronged:

e  Serve the community through educational, theatrical, and literary
programs

. Nurture, support and showcase regional, national and international
poets, writers as well as actors, musicians, and other artists

e  Honor the creative genius of the south as a spiritual home for artists

Southern Fried Poetry, Inc. is seeking to partner with local schools and
colleges, small businesses and local media networks to implement programs
which promote spoken word and cultural showcases, poetry competitions or
“slams”, creative writing workshops, speech therapy and performance arts.
We are also looking to establish performance poetry as a form of therapy to
adults, children and seniors currently living in rehabilitation centers and
facilities.



YEAR
2017
2016
2015
2014
2013
2012
2011
2010
2009
2008
2007
2006
2005
2004
2003
2002
2001
2000
1999
1998
1997
1996
1995
1994

1993

Previous Winners

CITY

Louisville, KY
Greensboro, NC
Little Rock, AR
Greenville, SC
New Orleans, LA
Tampa, FL
Atflanta, GA
Knoxville, TN
Raleigh-Durham, NC
Tallahassee, FL
Columbia, SC
Birmingham, AL
Charlotte, NC
Miami, FL

New Orleans, LA
Memphis, TN
Birmingham, AL
Americus, GA
Knoxville, TN
Greenville, SC
Johnson City, TN
Knoxville, TN
Winston-Salem, NC
Winston-Salem, NC

Asheville, NC

TEAM WINNER/INDIVIDUAL
Team SNO / Ed Mabrey

Austin Poetry Slam / Ed Mabrey
Bull City / Jay Luvve

215th & Treat Yo Self / Amir Safi
Slam Duval / Lady Tess

Java Monkey / G Yamazawa
Bull City / Bluz

SlamCharlotte / TJ

Minoriteam / Big Mike

Respect the Mic / Ali

Columbia / Cuban
SlamCharlotte / Paul D
Hampton Rd. VA / 13™ of Nazareth
Baton Rouge / Lizz Straight
Montevallo / Karen Wilson
Dallas / John Hancock

Atlanta / Ayodele

Knoxville / Ayodele

Greenville / Glenis Redmond

Asheville / Glenis Redmond

Winston-Salem / Pat Storm & Evert Eden

Asheville / Danny Solis
Asheville / Danny Solis

Asheville / Cecil Bothwell



Venvue Information

HOST HOTEL

Holiday Inn Express & Suites Louisville Downtown
800 West Market Street

Louisville, Kentucky 40202

United Statfes

502 583 2552

tsmith@dhgmi.com

PRELIMS, SIDE EVENTS, WORKSHOPS & FINALS

(Subject to Change)

The Kentucky Center

501 West Main Street Louisville, KY 40202
(502) 562-0100

Box Office: (502)584-7777 or (800)775-7777
info@kentuckycenter.org

www kentuckycenter.org

Kentucky Museum of Art and Craft
715 W Main St, Louisville, KY 40202
(502) 589-0102
http://www.kmacmuseum.org/

Mayor's Office of Louisville Metro

527 W Jefferson St # 600, Louisville, KY 40202
(502) 574-2003

Mayor: Greg Fischer

Soullounge Southern Fried After Set
312 W Chestnut St, Louisville, KY 40202

View the digital map online at: www.southernfriedpoetryslam.com/venues


http://www.southernfriedpoetryslam.com/venues/
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Map of Venues

Louisville, KY

Louisville, KY is the host city for the 25th
Annual Southern Fried Poetry Slam
Festival in June 2017. Please goto
5179
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Schedule of Events

(All Events, Times, and Venues are Subject to Change)

EVENT SCHEDULE TIME
06/07/17

Poet/Volunteer Registration

Check-In 10a-2p

Mandatory Poet Orientation 2p-4p

Mandatory Volunteer

Orientation 4p-5p

Preliminary Competitions ~

(Early Bouts) 530p-8p

Preliminary Competitions ~

(Late Bouts) 830p-T1p

Turndown Cypher 1130p-1230a

LOCATION

KCA (ML)
KCA (BO)
KCA (BO)
KCA (BO, NL, MA, TO)
KCA (BO, NL, MA, TO)

Secret Location

Thursday, June 08, 2017

Slam Master's Meeting 830a-11a
*Workshops 100-12n
Slam Master's Slam

Hosted by Lance G Newman Il 12n-230p
Head-to-Head Haiku

Hosted by Adam “Henzbo” Henze 230p-4p
Preliminary Competitions ~
(Early Bouts) 530p-8p
Preliminary Competitions ~
(Late Bouts) 830p-11p
Hip-Hop Open Mic 1145p

Hosted by Tez 2 Deep + Jonathan Brown

Mayor's Office

KMAC

Mayor's Office

KMAC

KCA (BO., NL, MA, TO)
KCA (BO, NL, MA, TO)
KMAC

Friday, June 09, 2017

Slam Master's Meeting 830a-11a
*Community Service 930a-1130a
*Workshops 10-12n
*Poetry & Yoga (Waterfront) 9a-10a
Nerd Slam

Hosted by El'Ja 12n-2p
LGBTQ Open Mic ~
Hosted by Tanisha Johnson + Alex Hollett 230p 330p
Beard and Mustache

Competition 330p-430p
Hosted by Giddy

Preliminary Competitions ~
(Early Bouts) 530p-8p
Preliminary Competitions ~

(Late Bouts) 830p 11p
Erotica Open Mic 1145p-2a

Hosted by Tameka Dozier + Lady Tess

Mayor's Office
Jewell Park Boys & Girls Club
KMAC

Waterfront
KMAC

KMAC
Secret Location

KCA (BO, NL, MA, TO)
KCA (BO, NL, MA, TO)
KCA (ML)



Saturday, June 10, 2017

*Cookout/Adult Field Day
Catered by Sweet Peaches, Healthy Eats

*Community Togetherness Walk

Indie Finals

Team Finals
Hosted by Lance G Newman I

After Party!
Hosted by Southern Fried Poetry, Inc

Southern Fried Peace Out
Brunch

SoulLounge Southern Fried After
Set

(*) denotes that event is free to the
general public. All other events
require tickets or passes.

*TBA- To Be Announced

Location Legend:
ML

BO

NL

MA

TO

KMAC

KCA

11a-2p
2p-4p
4p-6p
8p-12m

12m-2a

06/11/17
10a

7p

KY Center

Main Lobby

KY Center
Bomhard Theater
KY Center

North Lobby

KY Center

Mary Anderson
Room

KY Center

Todd Hall

KY Museum of Art
and Craft

The KY Center

Lannan Memorial Park
West End School

KCA (TO)

KCA (BO)

KMAC

*TBA

Big City Styles

12
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Workshop Information
All Workshops are at KY Museum of Art and Craft (KMAC)

Thursday, June 08
10a-11a

The Fundamentals of Art as a Business - Ashlee Haze - First Floor Activity Area

This workshop will explore business basics: establishing yourself as a business, tax
forms, expenses vs. income, record keeping, contfracts, and general best
practices. This workshop will give artfists the tools to effectively run a smaill
business and to begin (or continue) connecting the art to the business. This
workshop is facilitated by Southern Fried Slam champion and touring poet and
writer, Ashlee Haze.

A Session with Bill Abbott - Bill Abbott - Second Floor Classroom

This will be an interactive workshop with Bill Abboftt, author of Let Them Eat
Moon Pies: Southern Fried Poetry Slam from 1992-2000. A college professor and
performance poet, Bill has been involved with the growth of Southern Fried and
Rust Belf regional poetry slams.

Youth Poetry Workshop session 1 - Ramya Ramana - Second Floor Gallery

This workshop is focused on helping young writers discover their advocacy and
representative voice. In addition to participating in activities that will enhance
and grow their writing, youth participants will explore the ways they can use
their art as a vehicle for change. The workshop is facilitated by Ramya Ramana,
the 2014 Youth Poet Laureate of New York City. A St. John's University graduate,
poet, writer, and activist, Ramya has also been featured on Lexus Verses and
Flow on TV One.

11a-1130a
The Art of Self-Care session 1 - Latoya Hall - First Floor Activity Area

Self-care is important. I is necessary to pay attention to our mental, physical,
and spiritual well-being as we diligently go about our work in the world. This
workshop will help participants think about self-care and will give them tools
they can use to maintain and sustain their well-being.

11la-12n
Multiverse Theory - El'Ja - Second Floor Classroom

This workshop will take participants on an adventure of epic proportions. This is
where writers will explore writing Nerd Poems the world just might not be ready
for. EI'Jais a poet, host, and event organizer from Fayetteville, NC. He is the host
of this year’'s Nerd Slam. El' Ja has also coordinated and hosted Nerd Slam for
Southern Fried, National Poetry Slam, and various comic cons.
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Friday, June 09
10a-11a

The Art of Getting to Know Yourself for a Living - Mathew Cuban Hernandez -
Second Floor Classroom

This is a writing and performance workshop for new and experienced poets. This
workshop will be circled around what it means to be a full-time poet, give back
to your community, mentoring younger poets and still finding time to push
yourself as artist. Lead by infernationally awarded Slam coach and 3-time
Southern Fried Poetry Slam Champion, Matthew Cuban Hernandez.

Youth Poetry Workshop session 2 - Ramya Ramana - Second Floor Gallery

This workshop is focused on helping young writers discover their advocacy and
representative voice. In addition to participating in activities that will enhance
and grow their writing, youth participants will explore the ways they can use
their art as a vehicle for change. The workshop is facilitated by Ramya Ramana,
the 2014 Youth Poet Laureate of New York City. A St. John's University graduate,
poet, writer, and activist, Ramya has also been featured on Lexus Verses and
Flow on TV One.

11am - 11:30am
The Art of Self-Care session 2 - Latoya Hall - Second Floor Gallery

Self-care is important. It is necessary to pay aftention fo our mental, physical,
and spiritual well-being as we diligently go about our work in the world. This
workshop will help participants think about self-care and will give them tools
they can use to maintain and sustain their well-being.

11lam -12pm

Tea, Lemonade, and Double Cups: The Art of Storytelling - Dasan Ahanu - First
Floor Activity Area

This workshop explores the art of storytelling in your poetry from three distinct
perspectives. This exploration in narrative poetry will look to Pop Culture for
inspiration in developing content. See how Kermit sipping tea, Beyonce's
Lemonade, and double cups of lean can inform how you craft a poem. This
workshop is facilitated by award-winning poet, writer, and arts organizer Dasan
Ahanu.

Hosting a Southern Fried - Lance Newman - Second Floor Classroom

Have you wondered what goes intfo hosting a Southern Fried Poetry Slam?2 Have
you thought about putting in a bid? In this workshop, you can learn about the
process from the coordinator of the 2017 Southern Fried Poetry Slam, Lance
Newman. He will talk about building community collaborations, planning,
strategy, marketing, and more!
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Registered Teams

Say What - Greenville SC
BamasSiam - Montevallo, AL

Verb Benders - Haompton, VA
New Jeru - Newark, NJ

WeSpoke - Tampa, FL

Burn Beautiful - Miami FL

Dallas Poetry Slam - Dallas, TX
Breaking Bad Poetry - DeLand, FL
UrbSlam - Saint Louis, MO

Out Loud HSV - Hunftsville, AL

. The Writer's Den Poetry Slam - Richmond, VA

TBD

. Slammageddon - Baltimore, MD
. Slam Nuba - Denver, CO

. Team Injustice - Spartanburg, SC

Bull City Slam Team - Durham, NC

. The Marquis Slam - Fayetteville, NC

Mic Check Poetry Slam - Bryan, TX

. The Slam SCene - Los Angeles, CA

Freshwater Wordsmiths - Detroit, Ml
Rumble Room - Albuquerque, NM
AfterMath - Spartanburg, SC

. The People - Cleveland, OH

BOBR Duval - Jacksonville, FL
Louisville Lip - Louisville, KY
Misfits - Tampa, FL

2.1.5th - Philadelphia, PA

. SlamCharlotte - Charlotte, NC

. Slam Duval and Nem - Jacksonville, FL

Bloomington Poetry Slam - Indianapoalis, IN
Respect Da Mic - Charlotte, NC

Fayetteville Fire Slam Team - Fayetteville, NC

15



Individual Poets

Torli Bush - Webster Springs, WV

Tanyqua Oliver — Lexington, KY

Benjamin Theolonius Sanders (IQ) - Memphis, TN
Writeous Soul - Memphis, TN

Ben Shumate - Guntersville, AL

Whitney Weddington - New Orleans, LA

Senea Moody - New Orleans, LA

Steven Willis - Harvey, IL

Kira Gresoski - St. Louis, MO

. Ashlee Haze - Atlanta, GA

David Baumgardner - Washington, DC
B Shatter — Louisville, KY

Letitia Sherman - Newark, NJ

Rob Hylton - Newark, NJ

JayLuvve - St. Louis, MO

Michael Harriot - Birmingham, AL
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Bout Schedule

All Bouts are at The Kentucky Center

Bomhard Theater North Lobby Mary Anderson Todd Hall
BO NL Room (MA TO
WedBouls Boutl ____ Bowt2 B3 Boutd |

Slammageddon

early Verb Benders The Marquis Slam 2.1.5th .
Baltimore
Breaking Bad Poetfry  Slam Nuba AfterMath UrbSlam
o Freshwater The Writer's Den .
Misfits Wordsmiths Poetry Slam Louisville Lip
Say What Slam Team Cannons To 8D Bloomington
Team The Left Poetry Slam
Torli Bush Kira Gresoski 1Q Jayluvee
Ben Shumate Dlevite Rob Hylton Michael Harriot
Baumgardner
ole —bots  bots  sow7  bows |
SlamCharlotte Rumble Room New Jeru gglrlrc]:s Poetry
Mic Check Poetry Out Loud HSV Burn Beautiful Team Injustice
Fayettevile Fire Respect Da Mic Bull City Slam The Slam Scene
Slam Team Team
The People BamasSlam BOBR Duval WeSpoke
" Whitney
B Shatter Letitia Sherman TBD Weddington
Steven Willis Ashlee Haze Senea Moody Writeous Soul
Thur Bouts Bouls ——Bout10 Tt otz |
early The People SlamCharlotte Mic Check Fayetievile Fire
Poetry Slam Team
BamasSlam Rumble Room Out Loud HSV Respect Da Mic
BOBR Duval New Jeru Burn Beautiful Bull City Slam
Team
WeSpoke Dallas Poetry Slam Team Injustice The Slam Scene
Letitia Sherman Ashlee Haze B Shatter Steven Willis
Whitney .
Weddington Writeous Soul TBD Senea Moody

ot Bowt1a ou1e bowls howis

Say What Slam Breaking Bad

Verb Benders Misfits
Team Poetry
Team Cannons To . Freshwater
The Leff The Marquis Slam Slam Nuba Wordsmiths
T8D 2.1.5th AfterMath The Witer's Den
Poetry Slam
Bloomington Poetry Slcmmogeddon UrbSlam Louisville Lip
Slam Baltimore
Kira Gresoski vt Torli Bush Ben Shumate
Baumgardner
Jayluvee Michael Harriot 1Q Rob Hylton

Continue Next
Page...
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Fri Bouts Bout 17 Bout 18 Bout 19 Bout 20
early Misfits Say What Slam Verb Benders Breaking Bad
Team Poetry
Fayetteville Fire The People SlamCharlotte Mic Check
Slam Team Poetry
8D 2.1.5th AfterMath The Writer's Den
Poetry Slam
BOBR Duval New Jeru Burn Beautiful Bull City Slam
Team
Rob Hylton Jayluvee Michael Harriot 1Q
Senea Moody Whitney Writeous Soul TBD
Weddington

lote __Bowt2l | Bovi22 _____ _Bouz ____ Bout2
Freshwater Team Cannons To The Marquis Slam Slam Nuba
Wordsmiths The Left
Respect Da Mic BamasSlam Rumble Room Out Loud HSV
Bloomington Poetry Slammageddon UrbSlam Louisville Lip
Slam Baltimore
WeSpoke Dallas Poetry Slam Team Injustice The Slam Scene
Ben Shumate Kira Gresoski David Torli Bush

Baumgardner

Steven Willis Letitia Sherman Ashlee Haze Toiryan Milligan

FINALS: SATURDAY, JUNE 10, 2017

Individual Finals Competition
Kentucky Center for the Performing Arts
Todd Hall

4p - 6p

Team Finals Competition
Kentucky Center for the Performing Arts
Bomhard Theater
8p - 12m
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25 years of Southern Fried Poetry!

| JOHNSON CITY, TN |

e

On behalf of Southern Fried Poetry Slam,
we would like to thank all of the poets,
supporters, volunteers, organizers and friends
of Southern Fried, for attending any
competition, workshop, and slam over the
past 25 years!

We look forward
to seeing you at the next 25!
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25" ANNUAL SOUTHERN FRIED POETRY SLAM WINNERS

TEAM:

INDIE:

Top 25™ Annual Southern Fried Poetry Slam Memories:
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CELEBRATE 25 YEARS OF SOUTHERN FRIED POETRY!

For a limited fime, we are offering a
commemorative t-shirt to celebrate our
silver jubilee. There are only 100 of these
high-quality shirfs being printed and as
collector's items, they are sure to sell out, so
make sure you pick yours up today. We will
be taking a group photo of all our patrons
at our upcoming festival in Louisville, so be
sure to show up to our 25th anniversary in
stylel

Order now at: www.southernfriedpoetryslam.com

SOUTHERN FRIED POETRY SLAM

Southeast Regional Poetry Competition

SOUTHERN

FRIED

: >
o L .

Full Rules are available online at:
www.southernfriedpoetrysilam.com/rules-and-regulations
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Thank You for Aftending the 25™ Annual
Southern Fried Poetry Slam Festival!

LOUISVILLE, KY
JUNE 7-10

THE KENTUCKY CENTER + KMAC MUSEUM

TICKETS: ALL ACCESS PASS $45
INDIVIDUAL EVENTS $5 - TEAM FINALS $10
584-7777 - KENTUCKYCENTER.ORG

Potential for strong language and adult content.

f KMAC
#KentuckyCenter  MUSEUM
renr ol G i
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Thank you to our Sponsors!

The Kentucky Center

£Kenftucky Center

www.kentuckycenter.com

The Kentucky Museum of Art and Craft
X
VA
KENTUCKY MUSEUM
OFARTAND CRAFT

www.kmacmuseum.org
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Other Sponsors & Partners

KENTUECKY

4 7 - % Loviruille

CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU

=
ot

“Clean Foodfora =
Healthy Lifestyle’

Sandviches, Soups,
& Specialiies

AL\R whamaan Kreative @

CHILDHOOD HOME MUSEUM OAII3)|0)]

& GIRLS C!
OF KENTUCKIANA

Please visit our website at www.southernfriedpoetryslam.com For more information.

Designed by March 4orth Design, Inc



	Thank You for Attending the 25th Annual Southern Fried Poetry Slam Festival!
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